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Effect of environmental factors on fleece weight of Raeini Cashmere goats
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Abstract
The environmental factors affecting fleece weight measured at one to six years of age were analysed using
records on 12083 Raeini cashmere goats originated from 289 sires and 2426 dams born between 1994 to

2008. The environmental factors including sex, flock, birth month, birth year, age of dam and shearing age
were found to be important in the current study. Fleece weight increased significantly up to 3 years of age,

and then decreased at the later ages. Males significantly produced more fleece than the females in the all
ages. Age of dam had significant influence on fleece weight in the first shearing. Type of birth had not
significant effect on the fleece weights. The results of this study can be used for the flocks’ management. In
addition the important fixed effects; investigated; should be fitted in the genetic analysis models for the

fleece weight traits in Raieni cashmere goats.

Key words: Raeini Cashmere goat, Environmental factors, Fleece weight
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